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GOVERNMENT
 Share:      

Rauner brings campaign to Morton Grove
restaurant

Pam DeFiglio
For Sun-Times Media
Oct. 25 4:47 p.m.

Republican gubernatorial candidate Bruce Rauner stopped at Morton Grove’s Seven Brothers
restaurant late Saturday morning, Oct. 25, surprising some diners in the middle of brunch.

Rauner walked around the dining room greeting customers, shaking hands and posing for
photos.

“We’ve got to turn our state around. It’s one of the worst run states in America,” he said while

Rauner greeted diners as he made his way around Seven Brothers restaurant during a campaign visit
Saturday morning, Oct. 25. | Pam DeFiglio For Sun-Times Media
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“We’ve got to turn our state around. It’s one of the worst run states in America,” he said while
pausing to speak briefly to reporters. He cited corruption and the loss of job opportunities as
problems he hopes to fix.

In response to a question about polls showing a dead heat between Rauner and incumbent
Gov. Pat Quinn, a Democrat, Rauner said, “This has become the biggest governor’s race in
America. Our opponent has raised a lot of national money, more money than any other
governor’s race in America, and he has had a lot of outside visitors come in and try to support
him.

“Despite all that, we’re leading a little bit in the polls. It’s going to be a very close race and our
whole key is to get out and meet with the voters individually one on one.”

Morton Grove Library Board president Mark Albers, who was dining with his family, welcomed
Rauner.

“Since forever, I’ve wanted a businessman to get involved in politics,” Albers said. “Illinois is a
big business, and it has been run poorly. I want to see responsible people take the reins.”

“Taxes have been too high for too long.”

Former Morton Grove Mayor Dan Staackmann also greeted Rauner.

“I’ve been supporting him all along,” Staackmann said. “He’s an independent, and we definitely
need change in our state. The state’s got to do what it’s got to do, and it’s not happening.”

Greg Bedell, a Republican candidate running for Illinois House in the 15th District, which
encompasses parts of Niles, Morton Grove, Glenview and Chicago, was dining with
Staackmann and Albers and told Rauner about his campaign.

Rita and Paul Velten of Northbrook came to eat at Seven Brothers and were surprised to see
news crews filling the aisles as waitresses carrying plates of eggs and pancakes maneuvered
around them.

“We’re still reserving our decision until Nov. 4,” said Rita Velten.

“We’re both independents, but my philosophy is that after two terms, it could be time for a
change,” added Paul Velten. “It’s a good chance for Rauner to make his case.”

Rauner encouraged people to take advantage of early voting, saying they could even vote on
Saturday and Sunday.

“It’s very important to get out and vote early because on Election Day, folks get busy, the lines
get long and sometimes people can’t get to the polls on Election Day,” he admonished.

Gayle Rosen of unincorporated Des Plaines, who was sitting at the counter at Seven Brothers,
said she liked Rauner and intended to volunteer for him next week.

“We’ve got to get responsible at all levels of government,” she said, adding that Rauner doesn’t
play patronage politics.

In response to a reporter’s question about where he stands on abortion and gay marriage,
Rauner replied, “I’m a social moderate. I don’t have a social agenda. I’m very comfortable with
the laws of Illinois as they are. I don’t want to change that. My focus is really on the economy, on
taxes, on jobs and schools and ending the corruption.”

He also commented on a report that Pastor Corey Brooks of Chicago has been receiving death

http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/?s=quinn
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He also commented on a report that Pastor Corey Brooks of Chicago has been receiving death
threats after endorsing Rauner.

“I’m very upset. It’s very disturbing to hear what’s going on,” Rauner said. “Pastor Corey Brooks
is a very strong community leader, very generous in giving back…it’s tragic, we can’t allow
intimidation to come on to this race or in politics. People should be able to vote for who they
want and support who they want.”

Asked for comment on reports that a Rauner campaign aide recently approached Michael
Ferro, chairman of Wrapports, owner of the Sun-Times, and charged that Sun-Times political
reporter Dave McKinney wrote a biased story critical of Rauner, Rauner did not answer. Instead,
a staffer took Rauner by the elbow, said the candidate would not answer any more questions,
and guided him outside.

Sun-Times Editor Jim Kirk said McKinney’s actions were above-board and completely proper;
however, McKinney resigned last week, saying the paper’s management did not stand behind
its reporters.

On Saturday Oct. 25, Lindsey Walters, a Rauner campaign aide, emailed a comment saying that
the campaign had already addressed the issue, and it “simply asked that the conflicts of
interest be disclosed to readers.” She concluded by saying it sounded like a dispute between a
reporter and the paper.

John Tsagalis, a part owner of Seven Brothers restaurant, watched as Rauner and his aides and
reporters filled the dining area.

Asked whether he supports Rauner, he was noncommittal.

“I don’t know,” he said. “They’re all good.”

Lots of supporters have already voted in Morton Grove. You can 

Bruce Rauner         
@BruceRauner
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Lots of supporters have already voted in Morton Grove. You can 
be one too. #VoteEarly #GOTV 
12:04 PM - 25 Oct 2014
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We want your Halloween photos!

Do you have the scariest house on the block? Or the cutest kid in costume? Share your Halloween
photos with us! Click here to submit them.

This Logan Square meeting on the proposed 
towers is standing room only now. #Chicago
 pic.twitter.com/yj2cDN9Z9B

Alex V Hernandez 
@TheAVHernandez

Expand

@KienyaJ love you 
Retweeted by Kienya Jones

Gianfranco 
@gdecarne23

Expand

@Tony_Shiba @KienyaJ I'M JEALOUS OK
Retweeted by Kienya Jones

Gianfranco 
@gdecarne23

Expand

Kienya Jones 
@KienyaJ

6m

7m

8m

8m

Morton Grove tweeters
Tweets from a list by MortonGroveChampion

https://twitter.com/TheAVHernandez/status/527975541694300161
https://twitter.com/gdecarne23/status/527975303935983616
https://twitter.com/gdecarne23/status/527974846765219842
https://twitter.com/TheAVHernandez/status/527975541694300161
https://twitter.com/gdecarne23/status/527975303935983616
https://twitter.com/gdecarne23/status/527974846765219842
https://twitter.com/KienyaJ/status/527974948321918976
https://twitter.com/
http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/submit-content


10/30/2014 Bruce Rauner campaigns at Morton Grove restaurant Seven Brothers | Morton Grove Champion

http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/2014/10/25/rauner-brings-campaign-morton-grove-restaurant/ 6/6

© Copyright 2014 Sun-Times Media, LLC

Morton Grove Champion

About
Subscribe
Reader Services
Licensing
Reprints

 AFFILIATES

Chicago Sun-Times
Pioneer Local
High School Cube News
High School Sports Broadcast
WeekAway
Rankommend
Bouquet Catcher
Chicago ViewsMix
Geneva Reporter
St. Charles Reporter
Batavia Reporter
Tri-Cities Reporter

COMPANY

Terms of Use
Privacy Policy
Send Feedback
Contact Us
About Us

 ADVERTISING

About Our Ads
Advertise with Us
Submission Guidelines

Connect with us:   

http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/about/
http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/subscribe
http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/service/
http://www.suntimesreprints.com/
http://www.suntimesreprints.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/index.html
http://pioneerlocal.suntimes.com/index.html
http://www.highschoolcubenews.com/naperville
http://www.highschoolcube.com/
http://weekaway.com/
http://rankommend.com/
http://bouquetcatcher.com/
http://chicago.viewsmix.com/
http://genevareporter.com/
http://stcharlesreporter.com/
http://bataviareporter.com/
http://tricitiesreporter.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/terms/index.html
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html
https://myaccount.suntimes.com/FeedBack.aspx
http://mortongrove.suntimes.com/contact
http://www.wrapports.com/
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/privacypolicy/index.html#yahoo
http://www.suntimes.com/advertiser
http://www.suntimes.com/aboutus/submissionguide/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/MortonGroveChampion
http://www.twitter.com/MG_Champion
http://www.suntimesmediaholdings.com/

